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With profound grief and sorrow we an-
nounce the sad demise of our Founder and 

Former Chairman, Shri K.P. Hormis on 9 pm on 
Tuesday, the 26th January, 1988. The end came 
after a brief illness at Lissie Hospital, Ernakulam 
where Late Hormis was undergoing treatment 
for the past few days. The funeral is scheduled to 
take place on Thursday, the 28th January, 1988 
at 11.30 am at St Mary’s Church, Mookkannoor, 
his native place. The body of Shri Hormis will be 
brought to Federal Towers at 9.30 am on 28-1-88 
to enable the staff members to have a last glimpse 
of the departed leader and will proceed to Mook-
kannoor at 10.10 am. 

Born on 18-10-1917 at Mookkannoor, Shri K.P. 
Hormis graduated from Madras University and 
subsequently obtained his Degree in Law. Before 
associating himself with the Bank he was a prac-
ticing lawyer at Perumbavoor. He, along with few 
others, took control over the erstwhile Travancore 
Federal Bank Ltd. In 1944 and became the Found-
er, Managing Director and Chief Executive Of-
ficer of the newly-constituted Federal Bank Ltd. 
In 1945. He was also a member of the Legislative 
Assembly in 1954-56 and actively participated in 

“	His footsteps will  
	 always lead us”
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the freedom struggle of the country. The three 
and a half decades subsequent to 1945 witnessed 
a spectacular growth of the Bank and its activi-
ties, and under his stewardship the Bank grew 
from strength to strength and became the biggest 
private sector bank of Kerala. He continued to be 
the Director of the Bank until 1984. 

A stalwart in banking, late Hormis was an 
inspiration to each of us. He set an example to 
show how unity in action, openness in thought 
and dedicated efforts will ultimately result in 
success and accomplishment of greater heights. In 
his death, an era has come to an end and it is an 
ineffable loss, not only to the Federal Family but 
to the banking industry, the more so, in the state 
of Kerala. The void created by his death cannot be 
filled up. He has left behind his indelible imprints 
to show us the path towards success. 

Late K.P. Hormis was also associated with vari-
ous socio-cultural and sports organizations and 
had held the following positions. 

 •	 Managing Committee member, Indian Banks’ 
Association 

 •	 Founder-President, Kerala Bankers’ Associa-
tion 

 •	 President of Kerala Management Association 

 •	 Member of the Governing body, Bharata Mata 
College, Thrikkakkara

 •	 Director, Social Institute, Kalamassery
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 •	 Director, Social Service, Archdiocese of Ernaku-
lam

 •	 Director, Dharmadeepthi, Aluva

 •	 Director, Friendship House, Aluva

 •	 Faculty member, University of Cochin 

 •	 Vice-President, Kerala Table Tennis Associa-
tion 

Shri Hormis is survived by three sons and a 
daughter.

The news of Shri Hormis’ death came as a great 
shock to all of us on 27th January, 88, and the 
bereaved Federal Family convened a meeting at 
HO to condole his death and passed a resolution 
to the effect. 

It will not be an exaggeration to state that the 
Federal Family has lost its aged and experienced 
Head of the Family. A luminous star in the 
firmament of the Bank has disappeared. Let us 
follow his footsteps and take our Bank to greater 
heights. The bereaved Federal Family expresses 
its heartfelt condolences to the family members of 
Late K.P. Hormis and pray to the Almighty that 
the noble soul of late K.P. Hormis rests in eternal 
peace. 

(Circular issued by Federal Bank on the demise of 
K.P. Hormis on 26th January 1988)
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 “Hormis Sir is no 
more, but his spirit 
will live among us”

Sri K.P. Hormis, our beloved Founder-Chair-
man, has left for his eternal abode at 9 pm on 

26th January, 1988, leaving indelible footprints on 
the sand of time. He was seventy. 

K.P. Hormis is an unforgettable name in the 
public life of Kerala and the banking history of 
India. With hardly any banking background to 
his credit, he ventured into the field of banking in 
1945. Banking on a dormant license of a dormant 
bank in Central Travancore in Kerala, he founded 
Federal Bank and nourished it to make it a major 
banking institution in the country. 

With a magic spell, he captained the Bank as its 
Chief Executive for 34 years and shaped its desti-
ny to commanding heights. 

Today, more than 5000 personnel manage the 
affairs of the Bank. In other words, more than 
5000 families are provided with their daily bread 
on account of direct employment in the Bank. 
Thousands of entrepreneurs throughout the coun-
try are assisted by the Bank. All this was made 
possible thanks to the vision and dedication of a 
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man hailing from a little-known village in Kerala. 

Sri Hormis was not fortunate enough to have the 
satisfaction of enjoying in placid quiet the autumn 
years of his life. Suffering from Parkinson’s 
Disease, he gradually lost his memory towards 
the end. Nevertheless, in rare moments when 
he regained consciousness, he spoke only about 
Federal Bank which was so much an integral part 
of his every living tissue. With the passing of Sri 
K.P. Hormis, Federal Bank has lost its soul, but 
his spirit lives and that spirit will live among us 
as long as Federal Bank survives. 

Occasionally, God sends us Men who have:

“Strong minds, great hearts

True faith and ready hands, 

Men whom the spoils of office cannot buy, 

Men who have honour, 

Tall men, sun-crowned, who live above the fog

In public duty and in public thinking.”

Here leaves such a man recalled by The Sender. 
We salute that noble soul.

We express our heartfelt condolence to the be-
reaved family and join thousands who mourn his 
death. 

May his soul rest in peace. 

(Circular issued by Federal Bank Officers’  
Association on the demise of K.P. Hormis)
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K.P. Hormis Memoir 
Editorial & Publishing 
Committee 

Chairman	 : 	 Tom Thomas 

General Convener & Co-ordinator	: 	 C. Bhaskaran 

Managing Editor	 : 	 K.J Sebastian

Chief Editors	 : 	 T.S Jagadeesan  
		  George John 

Executive Editor	 : 	 Mohanachandran K.R 

Treasurer 	 : 	 K.G Vijayakumar

Secretary 	 : 	 Rajanarayanan V.M 

Conveners	 :   M.V George 
		  K.V Kuriakose 
		  Paul Mundadan 
		  Wilson Cyriac 
		  George C. Chacko

Assistant Executive Editors	 : 	 Xavier Gregory 
		  P. Venugoapalan  
		  T.P Mathai 
		  C.P Mohandas 
		  K.R Vijayakumar

		  Girija C. George

Assistant Secretary 	 : 	 K.R Subramanian 

Editorial Council 	 :	 Lakshmi Prabha (Convener) 
		  Anto John V 
		  Frank P. Thomas  
		  Abraham Tharian 
		  P.C John 
		  P.K Jimmy 
		  P.R Chandramohan 
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		  K.A Varghese 
		  K.I Varghese  
		  E.K Raja Varma 
		  Janeeb Kachappally 
		  N.O Poulose 
		  M.K Asokan

		  Paul Jose Mathew 
		  Ghulam Mohammed 
		  Ramesh Babu

Publishing Committee 	 : 	 K.T Thomachan (Convener)  
		  M.K Satchidanandan  
		  C.I Jacob 
		  V. Kailasnath 
		  P.P Achutha Pisharody 
		  K. Raveendran 
		  Raju Philip  
		  M.V Raju 
		  C.J Augustine 
		  K.V Paily 

Finance Committee 	 :	 K. Sasidharan (Convener) 		
		  Abdul Nazar M.P 
		  Jojo K.J  
		  Sachin Jacob Paul  
		  P.K Mohammed Ansari 
		  V.O Pappachan 

Sources & Reference
 History of the Federal Bank Limited  
Chevalier K.C Chacko, 1979

 Hormis: Legend of a Great Banker with 
Passion for Development 
K.P. Joseph, 2005
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